Abyssinica SIL Features

The Ethiopic script does not require much rendering except for some combining marks for gemination and vowel length.
Abyssinica SIL provides both OpenType and Graphite rendering solutions for rendering the combining marks and for
kerning as well as for the special glyph variations that can occur for the Ethiopic script.

Features

When Abyssinica SIL is used in applications that support Graphite or OpenType, and that provide an appropriate user
interface, various user-controllable font features are available allowing access to alternatively-designed glyphs.

The table below gives a visual representation of the featured character glyphs in the font. The shaded lines show the
default character(s). The other lines show the first alternate and, if available, the second alternate.

List of Graphite features and OpenType Character Variants

Feature Name

Feature setting

Feature IDs

Character shapes

Punctuation

Ethiopic-style

'!'$%*+/0123456

789=?; © «231y»x
€3¢ 3 (304567809 ¢

Latin-style cv01=1 '$% *+ /012345
6789 = ?i©<<231>>
X ¢2«” ,0456789¢
mwa alternates (U+121F) Standard «.
Alternate-1 cv04=1 aql
Alternate-2 cv04=2 qv?
rwa alternate (U+122F) Standard -
Alternate cv05=1 42
xoa alternate (U+1287) Standard 5
Alternate cvl7=1 3
Xwa alternates (U+1288..U+128D) Standard 1 LI T Bs
Handwriting cvl8=1 U U~ Y2 % U~
nwa alternate (U+1297) Standard [y
Alternate cv19=1 3!
nya alternates (U+1298..U+129E) Standard TRELGEERE
Disconnected  cv20=1 TRLE TR
nywa alternates (U+129F) Standard a
Disconnected cv21=1 [
Cohen cv21=2 7
kxwaa alternate (U+12C3) Standard 0,
Alternate cv26=1 1,2
zha alternates (U+12E0..U+12E6) Standard W W M MW
Cohen cv3l=1 S i ¥ il il ¥
Chaine cv31=2 MO M MO M,
dda alternates (U+12F8..U+12FE) Standard L8 5 8e &2
Alternate cv32=1 L 8 8 88 & &
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Feature Name Feature setting Feature IDs Character shapes
gwaa alternates (U+1313) Standard )
Sebat Bet cv40=1 7’
Alone Stokes cv40=2 128
gga alternates (U+1318..U+131E) Standard T4 579
Disconnected  cv41=1 T2 37497
ggwaa alternate (U+131F) Standard 7.
Disconnected cv42=1 3°
phe alternate (U+1335) Standard X
Alternate cv45=1 30
tswa alternate (U+133F) Standard 2.
Alternate cv46=1 9.
fwa alternates (U+134F) Standard 4.
Cohen-1 cv48=1 [
Cohen-2 cv48=2 4.’
rya alternate (U+1358) Standard vA
Alternate cv49=1 22
mya alternate (U+1359) Standard a9,
Alternate cv50=1 a 2
mwi alternates (U+1381) Standard o
Sebat Bet cv60=1 a7
Leslau cv60=2 ao. "
mwe alternates (U+1383) Standard gee
Sebat Bet cv61=1 go~7
Leslau cv61l=2 ao~
bwe alternate (U+1387) Standard Al
Alternate cv62=1 "
fwee alternate (U+138A) Standard 4o
Alternate cv63=1 4"
fwe alternate (U+138B) Standard G
Alternate cv64=1 &
pwe alternate (U+138F) Standard T
Alternate cv65=1 =
ggwa alternates (U+2D93..U+2D96) Standard b L L g
Disconnected cv70=1 To T 0 P
3rd form alternates Standard P e ™ (R
(U+124A U+12B2 U+12C2 U+1312 U+1385 U+138D) Alternate cv80=1 F e N . . R’
6th form alternates Standard | ol
(U+124D U+12B5 U+12C5 U+1315) Alternate cv85=1 & fo T 9’
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List of Language-specific fe

atures

The language-specific features that are in the font are demonstrated below:

default

Sebat Bet Gurage (GR: sgw / OT: CHG)

Gumuz (GR: guk / OT: GMZ)

TFLITEANRE
2B I o (U T L | o
Lol | M Tl o

TRFELISENE G
A% & he N h bR
& e e

>4 p»e »S p e »<

TS E
3 o p he e M (R
| el )

Use of Graphite Features, OpenType Character Variants, and Language-specific features

LibreOffice

In LibreOffice 3.4+" the font features can be turned on by choosing the font (ie Abyssinica SIL), followed by a colon,
followed by the feature ID, and then followed by the feature setting. So, for example, if the “dda alternates” are desired,
the font selection would be “Abyssinica SlL:cv32=1". If you wish to apply two (or more) features, you can separate them
with an “&”. Thus, “Abyssinica SIL:cv32=1&cv20=1" would apply “dda alternates” plus the “nya alternates” feature.

Font Font Effects Position | Hyperlink Background

Western text font

Font Style Size  language

Abyssinica SIL V| |Regular v |18 |v| % English (USA) v

The same font will be used on both your printer and your screen.

(TLfont
Font Style Size

Lanquage

Abyssinica SlLicv32=18cv20=1 | V| |Regular v | |18 v

The same font will be used on both your printer and your screen.

TEITEI e AL SR £ A

Cancel Help Reset

Newer versions of LibreOffice have a user interface which allows selection of the Font Features. Select your text (or style)
and go to Format / Character. Choose the Abyssinica SIL font and click on Features. Then select the features you wish to

select.

1Download here: http://www.libreoffice.org/download.
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Font Features

Punctuation mwa alternates W
rwa alternate xoa alternate

xwa alternates nwa alternate

nya alternates nywa alternates
locwaa alternate zha alternates m

dda alternates gwaa alternates
gga alternates ggwaa alternate
phe alternate tswa alternate

fwa alternates rya alternate

mya alternate mwi alternates

mwe alternates bwe alternate

fwee alternate fwe alternate

pwe alternate ggwa alternates
3rd form alternates Bth form alternates

TRLEGITERA L AL ER

In LibreOffice a language feature can be used by adding the Language to LibreOffice or by choosing the font to be
“Abyssinica SIL:lang=sgw” (for Sebat Bet Gurage) or “Abyssinica SlL:lang=guk” (for Gumuz).

XeTeX

For XeTeX? Graphite Feature IDs are not used. Use the Feature Name and Feature setting, e.g., if Character Variant 32
was desired, the font selection would be: "Abyssinica SIL/GR:dda alternates=Alternate" at 12pt

Languages in XeTeX can be accessed by using: "Abyssinica SIL/GR:language=sgw" (for Graphite) or "Abyssinica
SIL:Ethi:language=CHG" (for OpenType).
OpenType Character Variants

Currently there are very few applications which support OpenType Character Variants.

For applications which do support OpenType Character Variants, such as in CSS, the Character Variant ID and setting is
chosen. For example, in CSS, if cv32, is desired, you might have this code in your .css:

@font-face {
font-family: AbyssinicaSIL;
src: url (AbyssinicaSIL-Regular.woff);

}
.cv320 {
font-family: AbyssinicaSIL;
font-feature-settings: "cv32" 0;
}
.cv321 {
font-family: AbyssinicaSIL;
font-feature-settings: "cv32" 1;
}

2http://tug.org/xetex/
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and this in your .html:
<p class=cv320> £ & & & & £ 2</cv320> [cv32=0]</p>

<p class=cv321> £ & 8 8 & & A</cv321> [cv32=1]</p>

Which would produce this:

L 5 0 45 & & 2 [cv32=0]

L 8 8 8 & £ 2 [cv32=1]

La nguage features
If an application allows you to select either the Gumuz or Sebat Bet language, the default glyphs will change based on
Sebat Bet or Gumuz preferences.

It is also possible to choose the language through the font menu in LibreOffice:

Gumuz: 7+ Z & %7 & § (Abyssinica SIL:lang=guk)
Sebat Bet: 2 “h ¢ he. T W (b 'K % 0= = 9 (Abyssinica SIL:lang=sgw)

TypeTuner

At this point, most applications do not make use of these features (neither Graphite or OpenType Character Variants nor
language features) so another solution is needed to use the variant characters. TypeTuner creates tuned fonts that use
the variant glyph in place of the standard glyph. The TypeTuner Web site is http://scripts.sil.org/ttw/fonts2go.cgi.
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1Chaine (p 3), Cohen (table 2)
2Cohen (table 2)

3Gumuz language preference
4Alone-Stokes, Chaine (p 3), Cohen (table 1)
5Chaine (p 3)

6Archaic Oromo language preference
7Sebat Bet language preference
8Alone-Stokes (inside back cover)
9Bilen language preference
10Praetorius (p 6)

11lLeslau
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